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Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw this 
rejection of claims 6 and 10. 

Applicant urges that the instant application is now in 
condition for allowance. However, if the Examiner believes there 
are other unresolved issues in this case. Applicant's attorney of 
record would appreciate a call at (502) 584^1135 to discuss such 
remaining issues. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charles 'G. Lamb 
MIDDLETON REUTLINGER 
2500 Brown & Williamson Tower 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202 
(502) 584-1135 

Reg. No. 24,733 
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AMgNDMENT B UNDER RULE 111 HJ ^ 

Commissioner of Patent and Trademarks ^ rs 

Washington^ DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 



In response to the Office Action dated December 10, 2 002, 
please amend subject application accordingly: 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-13 remain in the application > 

The Examiner has rejected claim 1-5, 7-9 and 11 under 35 USC 
§103 (a) as being unpatentable over Kopsch Rt: al in combination 
with Hampl, Jr, and Drewett, Applicant respectfully traverses 
Examiner on this ground of rejection. 

The instant invention is directed to a smoking article 
having improved taste quality while simultaneously reducing 
spotting or staining. This improved taste quality while 
simultaneously reducing spotting or staining of the outer wrap is 
accomplished by the incorporation of a very specific combination 
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